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Malanka in the Mountains

January 13-15, 2012
15 Years of Celebrating with Edmonton’s Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 

and The Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge
Edmonton/Jasper - For the past 15 years Malanka, or Ukrainian New Years, at The Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge has celebrated the close of the holiday season, where the Lodge partners with the Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble Society of Edmonton to put together a weekend chock-full of entertainment and tradition.
Malanka is a Ukrainian folk holiday celebrated on January 13, which is New Year’s Eve in accordance with the Julian calendar. Malanka caps off the festivities of the Christmas holidays, and is often the last opportunity for partying before the solemn period of Lent which precedes Easter. Parties are often held on Saturday nights before or after the 13th.
The theme for the 16th annual event is “Back to Our Roots”. 2011 marks the 120th anniversary of Ukrainian immigration to Canada. This event will mark the end of the anniversary year with a celebration of Christmas and cultural traditions for everyone who wants to learn about their roots as well as embrace their traditions. As always this event draws families together from across Canada to celebrate the holiday season.

“It’s not just about celebrating New Years according to the traditional Julian calendar, it’s about celebrating family, fun, dance, and life” remarks Chris Tyrkalo, one of the event coordinators from the Vohon Society.
Holiday traditions such as caroling, skating, eating, drinking and dancing are infused with activities, crafts, and demonstrations, such as Ukrainian cooking, wheat weaving, Ukrainian dancing, social folk dancing, and bread baking. The weekend is full of entertainment.  There is something for every member of the family to enjoy.  
The Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge’s culinary team will add their gourmet touch to traditional Ukrainian and non-Ukrainian meals. One of the most popular aspects of this traditional weekend in Jasper that are included as part of your package price.
The weekend package, starting at $449, includes: two nights accommodation, a welcome gift, Friday standup dinner reception and dance, Saturday breakfast, 
Saturday Malanka gala dinner and dance, Sunday Divine Liturgy, Feast of Jordan celebration on Lac Beauvert and Sunday Brunch. Throughout the weekend there is a variety of entertainment by talented artists of all ages as well as displays by the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village and the Alberta Council of Ukrainian Arts. Children’s programs include a visit and gift from St. Nicholas. Guests also have the use of the Lodge’s facilities such as outdoor skating, swimming pool, hot tubs and fitness room at no additional charge.

Malanka in the Mountains runs January 13-15, 2012. To book your packages today call 1-780-852-3301 or 1-866-540-4454 and ask for the Jasper Park Lodge Malanka package.
The Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble is a group of over 40 semi-professional dancers presenting a skillful blend of Ukrainian folk dance, ballet, modern and jazz dance. The result is a captivating display of experimental Ukrainian Dance that is blazing a remarkable path for the group around the world! Since its inception, Vohon has had the privilege of performing at premier Ukrainian Festivals and other performances across Western Canada, the United States, Australia, Germany, Scotland, Thailand, China, and Brazil.

The Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge continues to be a year round destination resort and consists of the main building and 56 adjacent cedar cabins for a total room count of 446 all located in the heart of Jasper National Park. The addition of boutiques, a sports lounge, the finest Rocky Mountain dining facilities, a new spa and the refurbishing of guest rooms have ensured that The Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge will remain a four-season, four star destination resort well into the new millennium.
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Media Inquiries:

Lori Coté, 
Regional Director, Public Relations

The Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge

403 762 6885

Email: lori.cote@fairmont.com   

Chris Tyrkalo, Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble Society, 

780-238-8975

Email: vohon@vohon.ca.
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